Administration of a GABA antagonist selectively attenuates an ethanol-induced conditioned taste aversion.
Pretreatment with the GABA antagonist picrotoxin attenuated the development of an ethanol-induced conditioned taste aversion (CTA), while no effect of this compound was observed on the development of an amphetamine-induced CTA. These findings suggested some specificity of the effects of picrotoxin to the psychopharmacological properties of ethanol related to CTA. On the other hand, the benzodiazepine inverse agonist, Ro15-4513, purported to a specific ethanol antagonist, was shown to attenuate both an ethanol- and amphetamine-induced CTA. The results support the notion that ethanol intoxication may be mediated in part by GABAergic mechanisms. These GABA-mediated properties of ethanol may in fact underlie the development of an ethanol-induced CTA.